PO Box 4803 
Memphis, TM 3 8104 
(901) 278-3247 

June 10, 1976 

Mr. Harold Wei sb erg 
Rt. 12 

Frederick, MD 21701 
Dear Harold: 

-^t was enlightening and exhilirating talking to you Monday. 

In the article I mailed to PNS Tuesday, I quote you only briefly, 
once about Jerry Ray and once about a possible animosity among Ray’s 
lawyers. Although your quotes were among the most interesting I got, 
I limited mentioning you because: 1) the article is mainly about 
LAWYERS; 2) I had run up my 1,000 words; and 3) I want to try a 
SEPARATE article on you alone. 

Maybe you’d be willing to fill in, by mail, some of what you sketched 
out on the phone. Along these lines: 

A contention by James Earl Ray’s lawyers that he no 
longer needs criminal counsel is disputed by an investigator 
who has worked on the case since 1969- 

Harold Weisberg, of Frederick, Mo., has assisted Ray’s 
legal team — Bernard Fensterwald Jr., of Wash DC, recently fired 
by the convicted assassin of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.; 

James H. Lesar, also of Washington, whose status Is ; 

and Robert I. Livingston, of Memphis, who said, "He (Ray) 
has no need for a criminal lawyer at this point." 

Weisberg’s previous background is 



Weisberg, a non- lawyer, said, "I have no doubt about 
criminal (defense) potential in Ray’s case." In stepping down 
as chief counsel, Fensterwald said that, in view of adverse 
decisions by a Memphis District Court in 1975 and by the U.S. 
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals this year, "the outlook is not 
very encouraging." Ray is seeking a new trial. He was 



(MORE) 
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sentenced to a 99-year term in 1969 after pleading guilty- 
a plea ne said was ’’coerced" by his previous counsel. 

In Weisberg »s view, two aspects of Ray’s case might 
now be successfully argued; 



• "The uncontested evidence is that Ray could not have 



fired the shot (that Killed Dr. King).” 

. "There was a conflict of interest on the part of Ray’s 
former lawyers, Arthur Kanes Sr. and Percy Foreman." 

Weisberg said this about the shot: 



(CAN. BE .MUCH. LONGER. THAN. THIS) 

On tne conflict of interest aspect, Weisberg elaborated: 

(EXTRADITION ) . . (NUIE .MONEYS . . . 

(again, as lengthy as needed) 

Calling the Memphis and Cincinnati decisions "political," 
Weisberg explained : 



(&. BATTLE .WOULDN IT # LET # RAY. FIRE .FOREMAN) 

Rooert Livingston, the Memphis lawyer for Ray, suggested 

Ray should reveal what he knows, in hopes of executive clemency 

from Gov. Ray Blanton of Tennessee. Weisberg disagrees: 

"It could only hurt Ray to talk. It would be unwise for 

him to say anything, because (right now) he can’t prove anything. 

And there would oe great danger of misinterpretation." 

On. Livingston ’ s statement that various individuals have 
come to him, claiming knowledge of a conspiracy, Weisberg commented: 

S m ORY IS A TOITT"N E )^^ ^ COUNSEL* BY* TIME *THIS * * * * 

Many thanks ! 

7ZLQ 

Phil Moss 




